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THE  NEW  CANADIAN  COAT  OF  ARMS 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  A  LEAGUE 
OF  NATIONS 


At  present  the  greatest  League  of  Nations  in 
the  world  is  the  British  Empire,  and  it  will  be 
for  many  years  to  come.  What  would  it  have 
meant  to  us  if  the  British  Empire  had  not  existed 
in  the  Great  War?  How  disastrous  it  might 
have  been  if  the  countries  which  form  the 
Empire  had  been  separate  and  independent, 
instead  of  daughter  nations  realizing  a  common 
responsibility  with  the  Motherland  in  defending 
weaker  nations  and  in  preserving  the  highest 
ideals  of  freedom  and  justice.  Inspired  by 
knowledge  of  what  the  Empire  has  done  for 
them,  may  the  members  of  this  great  family  of 
nations  do  all  they  can  to  help  the  Empire. 
Let  us  be  good  citizens  of  the  Empire  and  good 
citizens  of  the  world. 
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THE  EMPIRE  DAY  MOVEMENT 


The  Earl  of  Meath,  who  took  a  very  promin¬ 
ent  part  in  the  Empire  Day  movement  at  the 
time  of  its  origin  some  years  ago,  referred  to  it 
in  the  following  words: — 

“Its  object  is  to  raise  a  generation  of  British 
citizens,  alive  to  their  family,  municipal, 
State  and  Imperial  responsibilities,  devoted  to 
duty,  sympathetic  to  their  fellow-subjects,  and 
prepared  to  sacrifice  self  in  the  general  interests 
of  the  community,  of  the  State,  and  of  the 
Empire.  It  may  briefly  be  said  to  preach  “the 
gospel  of  good  citizenship.”  Its  watchwords 
are  “Responsibility,  Duty,  Sympathy  and  Self- 
sacrifice.”  It  appeals  to  the  four  hundred 
millions  of  people  who  owe  allegiance  to  the 
King,  irrespective  of  race,  colour,  creed  or 
politics,  to  excel  in  the  practice  of  good  citizen¬ 
ship,  faith,  duty,  fair-dealing,  even-justice, 
loyalty,  patriotism  and  sympathy,  and  urges 
them  by  their  individual  action  to  aid  in  elevat¬ 
ing  their  own  characters,  and  consequently  the 
corporate  character  of  the  citizens  of  the 
British  Empire.” 

To  the  Teachers: — 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  Principals  and 
Teachers  of  all  grades  in  the  schools  of  the 
Province  will  do  what  is  necessary  towards 
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making  the  celebration  of  Empire  Day,  1925, 
a  real  success  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

The  present  issue  of  the  Empire  Day  Booklet 
contains  certain  information  bearing  upon  the 
Empire  and  also  certain  suggestions  as  to  how 
the  day  may  be  fittingly  celebrated  in  the 
schools.  The  teachers  are  earnestly  requested 
to  make  careful  preparation  so  that  the  cele¬ 
bration  may  be  carried  out  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  age  and  capacity  of  the  children. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  boys  and 
girls  shall  take  part  in  the  Empire  Day  exercises 
with  understanding  as  well  as  enthusiasm. 
The  purpose  of  Empire  Day  is  to  develop  the 
sense  of  national  and  imperial  unity  and  to 
enlarge  the  ideas  and  ideals  of  citizenship. 
This  purpose  will  be  all  the  more  completely 
achieved  for  our  young  people  if  they  are 
enabled  to  make  additions  to  their  stock  of  sound 
historical  knowledge. 

It  is  highly  desirable  also  that  the  Flag  of  the 
Empire,  the  Union  Jack,  be  prominently  dis¬ 
played  on  this  occasion.  Its  origin,  history  and 
form,  as  well  as  its  significance  as  a  national 
symbol  and  an  emblem  expressing  the  ideals 
and  aspirations  of  the  British  people  should 
be  discussed. 

Teachers  may  occupy  comparatively  humble 
positions  in  the  world  to-day,  but  collectively, 
in  their  respective  countries  they  rule  the 
destines  of  the  future  more  effectively  than  the 
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mightiest  monarchs  or  most  powerful  presidents. 
Therefore,  a  movement  like  that  of  Empire  Day 
in  which  the  teachers  in  the  schools,  on  a  day 
set  apart,  seek  to  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  their 
pupils  a  love  of  the  British  Empire  based  upon 
the  highest  ideals  of  citizenship  must  have  a 
profound  influence  on  the  future  of  that 
Empire. 

To  the  Pupils: 

To-day,  all  over  the  British  Empire,  Empire 
Day  is  being  celebrated.  Over  600,000  children 
in  the  Public  and  Separate  Schools  of  our  own 
Province  are  taking  part  in  this  celebration. 

At  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  British  Empire 
has  there  been  such  an  opportunity  for  both 
boys  and  girls  as  there  will  be  in  this  period 
following  the  war.  You  who  are  still  going  to 
school  must  think  of  the  future.  What  are 
you  to  do  to  help  the  Empire?  Even  you  who 
are  younger  must  regard  your  lessons  as  pre¬ 
paring  you  for  serious  work  for  the  British 
Empire.  All  of  us  must  be  united  in  a  new 
spirit  of  service. 

Patriotism  is  a  duty  not  for  war  time  alone, 
but  for  all  time.  True  patriotism  can  never 
be  satisfied  by  fighting  foreign  countries.  It 
must  fight  against  every  evil  within  our  Empire. 
When  this  is  done,  the  lesson  of  patriotism  will 
have  been  learnt,  and  righteousness  established 
in  the  land.  The  greatness  of  a  country 
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depends  on  the  greatness  of  spirit  with  which 
every  kind  of  duty  is  undertaken  by  its  citizens. 
The  home-maker  is  as  essential  as  the  defender 
of  homes. 

Patriotism  demands  self-sacrifice.  When  we 
look  at  the  map  of  the  British  Empire  we  should 
be  filled  not  only  with  feelings  of  pride,  but  also 
with  a  deep  sense  of  our  responsibility.  It  is 
what  Britain  has  done  for  the  world,  not  what 
it  has  taken  from  it,  that  makes  her  greatness. 
We  must  work  to  be  good  citizens  of  the  Empire. 
Our  country  will  be  what  we  make  it.  We  must 
see  to  it  that  it  is  a  great  country.  Then  will  it 
be  worth  while  for  us  to  bring  to  it  the  greatest 
of  sacrifices. 

And  here  you  are  on  the  threshold  of  a  new 
era.  It  is  for  you  to  fashion.  God  gave  us 
Men  and  Women  at  our  need,  and  now  must 
you,  children  of  the  Empire,  press  forward  to 
carry  on  the  work  they  consecrated  and  be¬ 
queathed  to  you.  May  your  deeds  reflect  the 
homage  of  your  hearts  at  this  solemn  hour  of 
rebirth  in  the  history  of  the  world! 

All  the  citizens  of  the  Empire  must  be  united. 
The  Great  War  has  bound  all  of  us  together. 
The  call  of  danger  and  the  appeal  of  right  have 
made  us  feel  that  we  belong  to  one  community. 
As  one  community  we  must  secure  the  safety, 
well-being  and  the  glory  of  Great  and  Greater 
Britain. 

Do  not  allow  the  day  to  pass  without  learning 
something  about  the  flag  of  the  Empire,  the 
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good  old  Union  Jack,  its  form,  its  colours,  the 
several  crosses,  the  way  they  are  placed  and 
why  they  are  so  placed,  what  the  colours  and 
crosses  stand  for  and  how  the  flag  gradually  came 
to  have  its  present  form;  not  forgetting  the 
most  important  part  of  all,  namely,  what  the 
flag  means  to  us  and  to  all  our  fellow-citizens. 


THE  UNION  JACK 


’Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag,  the  best  of  flags  on  earth ;  • 

Oh,  cherish  it,  my  children,  for  ’tis  yours  by  right 
of  birth. 

Your  fathers  fought,  your  fathers  died,  to  rear 
it  to  the  sky; 

And  we,  like  them,  will  never  yield,  but  keep  it 
flying  high. 

’Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag — across  the  ocean  wide 

Our  kinsmen  look  upon  it  with  a  thrill  of  love 
and  pride; 

It  speaks  to  them  in  distant  lands,  wherever 
they  may  roam, 

Of  honour,  faith,  and  freedom  bright;  of  coun¬ 
try,  King  and  home. 

*Tis  thy  flag  and  my  flag;  dark  millions  own  its 
sway, 

And  know  that  ’neath  its  ample  folds  their  night 
is  turned  to  day. 

With  us  they  join  in  heartfelt  prayer,  ascending 
to  the  sky 

That  God  will  bless  the  dear  old  flag  and  keep 
it  flying  high. 


Empire  Day,  the  last  school  day  before  the 
24th  of  May,  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  every 
school,  the-  forenoon  being  devoted  to  a  study 
of  the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the 
afternoon  to  public  addresses,  recitations,  music, 
etc.,  of  a  patriotic  type. 

FORENOON 

1.  Opening  Exercises — Scripture  Reading 

(Psalm  33)  and  Lord’s  Prayer. 

2.  Hymn — "From  Ocean  unto  Ocean”  (see 
page  12). 

3.  A  Talk  by  the  Teacher — "Origin  and  Pur¬ 
pose  of  Empire  Day.” 

4.  A  Familiar  School  Song. 

5.  Recitation — "The  Maple” — Third  Reader. 

6.  Song — "The  Maple  Leaf  Forever.” 

7.  Several  of  the  older  pupils  might  be  asked 
in  turn  to  point  out  on  a  map  of  the  world 
some  part  of  the  British  Empire  and  to  tell 
briefly  how  it  came  under  the  British  Flag. 
(This  would  require  some  preparation). 

8.  Song — "O  Canada.” 

9.  Recitations — Several  of  the  younger  pupils 
might  give  short  appropriate  recitations. 

10.  Children  salute  the  Flag. 

11.  Hymn — "Praise  God  from  Whom  All  Bless¬ 
ings  Flow.” 
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AFTERNOON 


1.  Chairman’s  Address. 

2.  Musical  Selection — Vocal  or  Instrumental. 

3.  An  Address  or  Essay — One  Flag,  One 
Empire,  One  King. 

Note. — One  pupil  might  deal  with  the  Flag,  another 
with  the  Empire  and  another  with  the  King. 

4.  Song — ‘‘Rule  Britannia.” 

5.  Short  Speeches  or  Essays  on  ‘‘Empire 
Builders”  such  as  Brock,  Raleigh,  Rhodes, 
Livingstone,  Pitt,  Cook,  Queen  Victoria,  etc. 

6.  Song — ‘‘Land  of  Hope  and  Glory.” 

7.  The  British  Empire  Family — (England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Wales,  Canada,  Australia, 
South  Africa,  New  Zealand,  Newfoundland, 
India,  the  Islands  of  the  Sea.)  The  eleven 
members  of  the  family  might  be  represented 
by  pupils  either  in  appropriate  costumes  or 
each  wearing  a  half-tiara  showing  name  of 
member  represented.  Each  pupil  might 
carry  a  Union  Jack  and  all  could  sing  “The 
Red,  White  and  Blue”  or  repeat  in  concert 
the  poem  “The  Union  Jack.”  (See  page  8.) 

8.  The  Toast  of  Empire  (see  page  11) — A 
Senior  Pupil. 

9.  A  Pledge — pupils  of  school  repeat  together 
the  first  and  last  stanzas  of  “The  Children’s 
Song,”  page  1,  Fourth  Reader. 

10.  Short  addresses.  11.  God  Save  the  King. 

Note. — This  programme  is  only  suggestive  and  may  be 
modified  in  any  way  to  suit  conditions  in  the 
various  schools. 
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The  Empire  Day  Booklets  sent  to  the  teachers 
from  year  to  year  should  be  placed  in  the 
School  Library  so  that  they  may  be  available 
for  future  reference,  particularly  in  connection 
with  the  preparation  of  suitable  Empire  Day 
programmes. 

THE  TOAST  OF  EMPIRE 

To  all  the  loyal  hearts  who  long 
To  keep  our  English  Empire  whole! 

To  all  our  noble  sons,  the  strong 
New  England  of  the  Southern  Pole! 

To  England  under  Indian  skies 

To  those  dark  millions  of  her  realm! 

To  Canada,  whom  we  love  and  prize, 

Whatever  statesman  hold  the  helm. 

Hands  all  round! 

God  the  traitor’s  hope  confound! 

To  this  great  name  of  England  drink,  my  friends, 

And  all  her  glorious  Empire  round  and  round. 

— Tennyson. 

LAND  OF  HOPE  AND  GLORY 

Dear  Land  of  Hope,  thy  hope  is  crowned, 

God  make  thee  mightier  yet! 

On  Sov’ran  brows,  beloved,  renowned, 

Once  more  thy  crown  is  set. 

Thine  equal  laws,  by  Freedom  gained, 

Have  ruled  thee  well  and  long; 

By  Freedom  gained,  by  Truth  maintained, 

Thine  Empire  shall  be  strong. 

Thy  fame  is  ancient  as  the  days, 

As  Ocean  large  and  wide; 

A  pride  that  dares,  and  heeds  not  praise, 

A  stern  and  silent  pride; 

Not  that  false  joy  that  dreams  content 
With  what  our  sires  have  won; 

The  blood  a  hero  sire  hath  spent 
Still  nerves  a  hero  son. 


Land  of  Hope  and  Glory,  Mother  of  the  free, 

How  shall  we  extol  thee,  who  are  born  of  thee? 

Wider  still  and  wider  shall  thy  bounds  be  set: 

God,  who  made  thee  mighty,  make  thee  mightier  yet. 


FROM  OCEAN  UNTO  OCEAN 

From  ocean  unto  ocean 

Our  land  shall  own  Thee  Lord, 
And,  filled  with  true  devotion, 

Obey  Thy  sovereign  word; 

Our  prairies  and  our  mountains, 
Forest  and  fertile  field, 

Our  rivers,  lakes  and  fountaines 
To  Thee  shall  tribute  yield. 

Where  error  smites  with  blindness, 
Enslaves  and  leads  astray, 

Do  Thou  in  loving  kindness 
Proclaim  Thy  gospel  day, 

Till  all  the  tribes  and  races 
That  dwell  in  this  fair  land, 
Adorned  with  Christian  graces, 
Within  Thy  courts  shall  stand. 

Our  Saviour  King,  defend  us, 

And  guide  where  we  should  go; 
Forth  with  Thy  message  send  us, 
Thy  love  and  light  to  show, 

Till,  fired  with  true  devotion 
Enkindled  by  Thy  word, 

From  ocean  unto  ocean 

Our  land  shall  own  Thee  Lord. 
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THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  EXHIBITION  AT 

WEMBLEY 


The  huge  Stadium  at  Wembley  in  London, 
England,  was  the  scene  of  impressive  Empire 
Day  celebrations  last  year  in  connection  with  the 
British  Empire  Exhibition.  On  Saturday,  May 
24th,  thousands  of  boys  and  girls  paraded  past 
the  Duke  of  Connaught,  who  represented  the 
King  on  this  occasion.  A  band  of  one  hundred 
pipers  of  the  Highland  Regiments  led  the 
parade  to  which  the  precision  of  march  and  the 
smartness  of  costumes  gave  a  very  pleasing 
aspect. 

On  Sunday,  May  25th,  a  great  Thanksgiving 
Service  was  held.  The  size  of  the  Stadium  itself, 
the  massed  band  of  one  thousand  instruments 
with  three  thousand  voices  of  the  choirs  and  a 
huge  concourse  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
people  who  formed  the  congregation,  made  it  a 
most  memorable  occasion. 

The  order  of  the  service  was  most  beautiful. 
The  Flags  of  the  Dominions  and  Colonies  and 
the  picturesque  national  costumes  of  the  many 
races  of  which  the  population  of  the  Empire  is 
formed  gave  high  and  peculiar  significance  to  the 
gathering. 

The  King  and  Queen  and  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Family  were  present  and  an  address  was 
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given  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  His 
concluding  remarks  were: 

"In  the  Empire,  where  we  bear  a  thankful 
part,  God  is  working  His  purpose  out.  We  have 
solemnly  declared  that  the  Empire  builders  of 
the  present  and  the  future  may  work  together  to 
further  God’s  peace  on  earth.  Beyond  words 
this  is  difficult.  That  is  why  we  seek  His  help. 
It  is  sacred  because  we  humbly  believe  that  our 
trust  is  given  us  by  Him.  It  is  also  glorious 
because  if  we  can  rise  to  it  we  shall  be  furthering 
the  reign  of  the  Lord  Christ  among  men  and  give 
reality  to  our  prayer,  "Thy  kingdom  come.” 

May  God,  in  His  great  love,  grant — and  I 
firmly  believe  He  will — that  this  eager,  hopeful 
effort  to  mark,  to  cement,  and  to  deepen  our 
fellowship,  one  with  another  across  the  seas  may 
be  indeed  a  sacrament  of  brotherhood,  a  pledge 
to  each  other  and  to  Him,  that  we  are  set  to  do 
His  work  and  that  it  cannot,  it  shall  not,  be  in 
vain.” 

The  march  of  the  children  on  Empire  Day 
was  an  Imperial  Pageant,  deep  in  meaning; 
while  the  different  processions  into  the  Stadium 
for  the  Empire  Thanksgiving,  attended  by  the 
King  and  Queen,  made  a  representative  display 
of  the  life  of  Britain  and  the  Overseas  Dominions. 

Indeed  the  British  Empire  Exhibition 
throughout  was  a  great  Pageant  of  Empire.  A 
Pageant  set  among  scenery  as  variegated  as  the 
Continents  whence  its  inspiration  came.  Here 
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could  be  seen  the  white  minarets  of  India  and 
over  there  the  Chinese  signs  of  Hongkong. 
From  the  substantial  pavilions  of  Canada  and 
Australia  the  eye  could  stray  to  the  carved 
ingenuities  of  Burma,  rest  for  a  moment  on  the 
colours  of  Malaya  and  come  home  by  way  of 
London  Bridge  to  the  massive  Government 
Buildings.  The  crowd  of  this  Pageant  was 
formed  for  the  most  part  of  men  and  women 
dressed  quietly,  but  amongst  them  wandered  a 
multitude  of  tints.  Now  the  gorgeous  uniform 
of  a  West  Indian  soldier  was  conspicuous,  now 
the  blue  blouse  of  a  Chinese,  now  a  Hindu  in 
robes  and  turban  and  now  a  gay  blanket  from 
Africa.  Into  the  throng  would  come  a  trooper 
of  the  North-West  Mounted  Police  with  scarlet 
tunic  and  slouch  hat;  and  the  kaleidoscope  was 
complete.  Every  day  produced  a  new  scene  in 
the  eternal  Pageant  of  the  Exhibition. 

In  its  good  effects  upon  trade  and  upon  in¬ 
dustry,  the  Exhibition  already  may  be  hailed 
as  a  success.  It  is  teaching  our  manufacturers 
what  resources  of  raw  material  exist  within  the 
Empire.  It  is  teaching  our  overseas  kinsmen 
and  friends  how  well  the  manufacturing  and 
trading  organizations  of  the  home  country  have 
survived  the  heavy  blows  of  the  Great  War.  A 
very  definite  stimulus  to  the  Empire  production 
and  to  the  Empire  trade  has  already  been  given, 
and  this  will  grow;  and  will,  no  doubt,  soon  be 
reflected  in  our  trade  returns. 
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Looking  back,  then,  we  have  much  to  be 
thankful  for.  The  great  Empire  Exhibition  was 
a  popular  success.  It  accomplished  the  work  of 
education  and  trade  encouragement  for  which 
it  was  designed.  The  many  thousands  who 
came  from  foreign  lands  have  doubtless  gone 
back  with  a  fuller  conception  of  the  unity  of 
the  British  peoples,  who  are  not  drawn  to  each 
other  by  ties  of  race  or  religion  or  held  by  the 
bond  of  a  written  constitution.  Their  only  tie 
is  ther  common  loyalty  to  their  King  and  their 
Flag.  Let  us  also  hope  that  the  doctrine  of  a 
self-contained  Empire  has  sunk  more  deeply 
into  the  minds  of  the  British  people  and  their 
leaders.  But  to  those  outside  the  common¬ 
wealth,  even  more  than  to  those  within  it, 
Wembley  must  have  come  as  a  most  impressive 
revelation  of  the  British  Empire,  not  only  as  a 
power  for  its  own  advancement  but  as  a  force 
in  what  is  perhaps  its  greatest  destiny,  the 
maintenance  of  the  world’s  peace. 
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THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE 


(Extracts  from  an  address  delivered  by  Sir 
George  Foster  in  London,  England  in  1924) 

This  Empire  of  our  stretches  over  the  whole 
habitable  globe  and  occupies  in  every  part  wide 
domains  and  positions  of  strategic  importance. 
It  has,  within  its  boundaries,  about  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  surface  of  the  earth,  and  that 
portion  of  the  globe  which  belongs  to  the 
British  Empire  is  probably  the  most  fruitful,  the 
most  productive,  and  the  most  promising  held 
by  any  country  or  nation  in  past  or  present 
history.  But  you  may  have  wide  lands  and  yet 
have  no  very  valuable  possessions.  That  is 
not  the  case  with  us.  Within  the  bounds  of  the 
British  Empire  lie  productive  possibilities  which 
are  unequalled  by  those  of  any  other  Empire  of 
ancient  or  modern  time.  For  instance,  we  need 
wool.  Africa  and  Australia  alone  can  produce 
wool  to  supply  the  whole  world.  We  need 
cotton.  Although  still  largely  undeveloped, 
yet  within  the  domain  of  the  Empire  there  are 
cotton  spaces  which,  if  productively  cultivated, 
may  provide  sufficient  cotton  for  the  Empire 
with  possibly  a  surplus  for  people  outside  the 
Empire.  We  need  sugar.  In  this  domain  we 
have  sugar  lands  to  an  extent  not  yet  calculated 
— lands  capable  of  producing  for  the  British 
Empire  all  the  sugar  that  it  needs  and  to  spare. 
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We  need  grain  food  supplies.  Canada  and 
Australia  have  within  their  limits  a  sufficient 
area  to  feed  the  whole  Empire  and  provide  a 
surplus  besides.  These  are  four  illustrations, 
but  you  could  extend  them  to  everything  that 
is  needed  for  the  sustenance,  development  and 
comfort  of  the  Empire  and  you  can  produce 
them  within  the  bounds  of  the  Empire  itself. 
All  that  means  that  we  have  not  only  a  mag¬ 
nificent  heritage  geographically,  but  its  pro¬ 
ductive  capacity  is  equal  almost  to  its  extent. 

But  we  must  go  a  step  further  to  complete 
our  conception  of  Empire.  We  must  also  look 
at  its  population  —  the  dynamic  force  of  man¬ 
power  which  resides  within  the  Empire  itself. 
It  is,  in  that  respect,  a  magnificently  equipped 
machine.  In  the  first  place  you  have  within 
its  borders  some  65,000,000  of  white  people  and 
some  350  or  360  millions  of  native  races  in 
intimate  connection  and  to  a  large  extent  aided 
and  directed  by  the  white  man-power  of  the 
Empire.  There  you  have  a  population  equal 
to  about  one-quarter  of  the  population  of  the 
globe.  Going  further  afield  you  have  a  mer¬ 
cantile  navy,  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the 
world  and  equal  to  most  of  them  put  together, 
and  a  fleet  abundantly  able  to  protect  the 
commerce  carried  on  by  that  mercantile  navy. 

We  must  also  ponder  deeply  the  story  of  our 
Empire  achievements.  Starting  centuries  upon 
centuries  ago  in  these  small  islands  in  the 
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Northern  Seas,  gradually  working  its  way  by 
stern  adventure  and  intrepid  enterprise,  it  has 
set  up  its  outposts  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
world,  and  cast  its  spawn  on  every  continent. 
From  these  have  grown  prosperous  settlements, 
great  flourishing  dependencies,  important  and 
progressive  colonies,  a  circlet  of  young  overseas 
nations  with  incalculable  possibilities.  Into 
all  these  have  been  projected  and  perpetuated 
the  cardinal  characteristics  of  the  British  race — 
love  of  liberty,  love  of  justice  and  fair  play, 
responsible  self-government  on  democratic  lines, 
and  institutions  which  incarnate  these  principles 
in  practical  and  progressive  action.  This 
Empire,  in  its  long  progress,  has  touched  native 
and  backward  races  on  every  hand  and  at  her 
touch  the  chain  has  fallen  from  the  slave,  and 
the  path  of  freedom  and  uplift  been  opened 
and  broadened.  Not  once,  but  many  times, 
have  her  fleet  and  armies  saved  the  freedom  of 
the  world  when  threatened  with  extinction.  In 
the  last  great  war  we  have  but  to  reflect  a 
moment  on  what  would  have  happened  to  the 
world  but  for  her  invincible  navy  and  her 
millions  of  armed  men  rushing  from  every 
continent  to  the  successful  defence  of  its  liberties. 
And  now,  when  a  spent  and  burdened  world  is 
struggling  back  towards  normal  peace  and 
security,  the  British  Empire  influences  and 
steadies  the  swaying  fabric  as  no  other  world 
force. 
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And,  finally,  to  have  a  proper  conception  of 
the  Empire,  we  must  not  look  upon  it  merely  as 
a  material  store-house,  as  a  vast  wealth  accumu¬ 
lator,  or  a  great  home  container.  We  must 
look  upon  that  Empire  as  a  solemn  trust, 
carrying  with  it  all  the  obligations  of  a  trust. 
Our  forefathers  long  ago  entered  gradually  into 
the  possession  of  these  empty  spaces  of  territory, 
they  settled  upon  them,  made  their  claims 
upon  them,  and  set  up  there  the  beginnings  of 
civilization  and  enterprise  and  improvement. 
Into  these  spaces  great  populations  have  entered, 
great  interests  been  vested,  and  that  trust  has 
been  handed  over  to  us  by  our  forefathers. 
The  benefits  of  that  trust  may  be  well  enjoyed 
by  the  present  generation,  but  the  trust  itself 
is  to  be  handed  on  to  those  who  come  after  us, 
not  worse,  but  better  than  the  present  received 
it.  Put  all  these  things  together  and  I  think  we 
may  fairly  claim  to  have  an  adequate  conception 
of  what  this  Empire  means. 

We  come  now  to  the  second  question — Is  this 
Empire  worth  preserving?  Is  it  desirable  that 
it  should  be  maintained,  and  if  desirable,  is  it 
possible?  If  what  I  have  said  carries  weight  with 
you,  I  have  already  in  part  answered  that 
question.  Contemplate  for  a  moment  what 
would  happen  if  this  vast  and  potent  entity 
were  suddenly  to  disappear,  or  if  it  gradually 
weakened  by  decadence  or  division  among  its 
members,  if  its  restraining  and  elevating 
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contacts  with  native  races  were  eliminated,  and 
if  its  prestige  and  sustaining  moral  and  inter¬ 
national  influence  were  diminished.  I  cannot 
look  upon  the  Empire  conceived  as  I  have  tried 
to  conceive  it  and  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  it  is  not  only  necessary  and  desirable, 
but  that  it  is  obligatory  that  the  Empire  should 
be  maintained,  and  that  its  work  and  enterprise, 
its  strength  and  institutions,  its  ideals  and 
material  prosperity  are  necessary,  not  only  to  the 
British  people,  but  to  the  world  itself. 

It  it  possible  to  maintain  the  British  Empire? 
You  may  have  two  sides  from  which  to  answer 
that  question.  This  Empire,  for  its  mainten¬ 
ance  and  permanence,  may  depend  on  the  wishes 
and  will  of  nations  outside.  Combinations  are 
possible  which  may  destroy  or  weaken  or  put 
to  hazard  the  maintenance  of  this  Empire  of 
ours.  But  if  ever  there  was  a  period  in  the 
world’s  history  when  that  supposition  had  less 
to  go  upon,  it  is  the  present  one.  You  have 
fifty-five  nations  of  the  world  linked  together 
in  a  league  or  association,  the  first  principle  of 
which  is  that  they  eschew  war  and  that  they 
pray  and  work  for  peace.  Thus,  I  am  not 
facing  a  future  for  the  Empire  where  it  will 
probably  be  overthrown  by  a  combination 
of  powers  outside  itself.  If  that  be  true, 
it  depends  on  the  membership  of  this  great 
Empire  itself  as  to  whether  this  Empire 
shall  be  maintained  or  not,  and  my  belief, 
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strengthened  by  all  that  I  have  been  able  to 
experience  and  observe  in  a  somewhat  long 
political  life  is  deep-grounded  and  strong.  That 
the  people  of  these  Dominions  overseas,  and  of 
those  dependencies  which  will  some  time  be 
Dominions,  and  the  people  of  this  great  Mother 
Country  will  be  so  wisely  guided  and  will  be 
so  transfused  with  sympathy  and  co-operation 
that  the  progress  and  permanency  of  the 
Empire  may  be  considered  assured.  It  is 
desirable,  I  say,  that  this  Empire  should  be  con¬ 
tinued  and  made  permanent,  and  it  is  possible, 
I  believe,  to  achieve  that  end. 

What  are  the  bonds  or  ties  or  links  which,  in 
the  past,  have  been  strong  in  keeping  the 
Empire  together,  which  are  now  strong,  and 
which,  in  the  future,  by  modification  and  addi¬ 
tion,  will  be  strong  enough  to  keep  the  Empire 
together  in  permanence,  union  and  solidarity? 
My  greatest  hope  is  founded  on  what  the 
Empire  itself  is. 

It  is  upon  that  firm  foundation  of  a  growth 
of  centuries  that  I  found  my  strongest  assump¬ 
tion  for  the  permanence  and  solidarity  of  the 
Empire  in  the  future.  Underlying  this  whole 
fabric  of  Empire  are  the  solid  quality  and 
permanent  characteristics  of  the  British  race. 
This  race  has  gone  out  to  every  portion  of  the 
world  which  is  to-day  under  our  flag,  and  has 
provided  the  sustenance  and  nutriment  in  which 
those  outside  parts  of  the  Empire  have  found 
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their  best  development  and  their  finest  impulses 
and  which  are  incarnated  in  that  entity  which 
we  know  to-day  as  the  British  Empire.  It  is 
not  easy  to  tear  down  a  structure  like  that. 
This  amazing  production,  the  tap  roots  of  which 
run  under  every  sea  and  the  overgrowth  of 
which  is  nourished  under  every  sun,  each 
generation  of  which  adds  to  the  richness  and 
essence  of  that  which  preceded  it,  cannot  be 
easily  rent  asunder.  It  is  a  constant  solace  to 
me  that  such  entity,  built  up  through  so  many 
centures,  remains  still  strong  and  powerful  and 
grandly  creative. 

Then  again,  this  Empire  has  a  common 
King — a  constitutionally  limited  monarch  who 
sits  on  the  throne,  not  subject  to  sudden 
change,  not  selected  by  any  political  party, 
not,  therefore,  open  to  changes  and  prejudices 
and  strifes  which  always  accompany  an  election. 
It  is  a  singular  thing,  but  wonderfully  comfort¬ 
ing  that,  while  thrones  have  been  toppling 
elsewhere  there  has  been  no  serious  question  as 
to  the  monarchy  in  Great  Britain.  The  fact 
that  this  Empire  touches  on  every  hand  native 
races  is  an  element  which  we  must  take  into 
account.  What  would  happen  amongst  the 
peoples  of  India  and  other  Orientals  or  even  in 
our  own  Dominion,  if  the  symbol  of  British 
sovereignty  were  at  the  beck  and  call  of  political 
parties  and  might  be  changed  every  four  years? 
In  the  past,  to-day,  and,  I  believe,  for  many 

long  vears  to  come,  that  bond  will  be  a  vital  and 
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strengthening  one  which  the  Empire  will  not 
lightly  set  aside. 

Do  we  really  believe  in  our  Empire?  Do  we 
believe  in  its  utility,  in  its  high  mission,  in  its 
possible  permanency?  If  we  do,  how  are  we 
manifesting  that  belief?  I  have  just  come  from 
two  months’  tour  in  South  Africa  and  I  say 
to  you  that  the  ignorance  in  South  Africa  of  the 
resources,  possibilities  and  conditions  of  the 
Overseas  Dominions — that  one  especially  to 
which  I  belong — was  a  revelation  to  me.  But 
I  could  find  no  fault.  A  South  African,  going 
amongst  the  population  of  Canada  would  find 
an  equal  ignorance  there  about  South  Africa 
and  its  possibilities.  Up  to  the  present  we  have 
largely  acted  together  through  written  com¬ 
munications  fired  at  each  other  at  long  ranges. 
What  is  needed  now  more  than  anything  else  is 
actual  personal  contact  and  the  human  touch. 

I  wish,  in  closing,  to  call  attention  to  the  sad 
lack  of  information  possessed  by  every  member 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Nations  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  and  the  conditions  and  the  resources  of  the 
other.  It  is  vital  that  in  these  changing  times 
we  should  instil  adequate  conceptions  of  Empire 
in  the  widest  possible  way  into  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  the  children  and  the  young  manhood 
and  womanhood  of  our  population  here  as  well 
as  in  the  outside  Dominions.  The  proud  and 
entrancing  story  of  our  Empire  progress  and 
resources  should  be  heard  in  every  family 
circle,  studied  in  every  school  and  repeated  on 
the  platform,  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  press. 
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